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CONFIDENTIAL CASABLANCA 2037 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB PINT MO 

SUB J : NEW LABOR CONFEDERATION ON THE HORIZON 

REF: EMBASSY MEMCON "USFP ON THE MOROCCAN LABOR SCENE", 

JULY 10, 1978 

1 . THE MILDLY LEFTIST POLITICAL PARTY, UNION SOCIALISTE DES 
FORCES POPULAIRES (USFP) HAS ESTABLISHED A "PERMANENT COORDI- 
NATING COMMISSION" FOR ITS SIX NATIONAL, PUBLIC SECTOR UNIONS 
(TEACHERS, POST OFFICE AND TELEPHONE, PHOSPHATE, HEALTH, 

SUGAR, AND RAILWAY EMPLOYEES). ALI YATA, LEADER OF THE MINIS 
CULE COMMUNIST-FRONT POLITICAL PARTY, LE PARTI DU PROGRES ET 
DU SOCIALISMS (PPS) COMMENTING IN THE PPS AL BAYANE FRONT 
PAGE EDITORIAL, JULY 20, PREDICTED THE EVENTUAL ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A USFP LABOR CONFEDERATION TO RIVAL THE PREDOMINANT UNION 
MAROCAINE DU TRAVAIL (UMT) WHICH IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ABOUT 

70 PERCENT OF ALL STRIKES IN MOROCCO. THE EMBASSY HAS ALSO 
REPORTED THAT A USFP MILITANT DOES NOT RULE OUT THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF A USFP CONFEDERATION. ALI YATA REGRETS THIS DEVELOP- 
MENT WHICH HE SSES AS ONE LIKELY FURTHER TO WEAKEN THE WORK- 
ING CLASS. HE, NEVERTHELESS, ADMITS THE NEED FOR DEMOCRATIC 
REFORM OF THE UMT TO MAKE IT MORE RESPONSIVE TO WORKER NEEDS 
AND REITERATES HIS SUPPORT FOR THE UMT AGAINST THE PROLIFERA- 
TION OF RIVAL LABOR CONFEDERATIONS. YATA CONCLUDES HIS COMEN- 
TARY WITH A PLEA FOR THE PPS PRINCIPLE OF "LABOR UNITY AND 
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DEMOCRACY WITHIN THE UMT." 

2. COMMENT: AS EARLIER REPORTED, THE USFP TEACHERS AND PHOS- 
PHATE UNIONS REPRESENT AT LEAST 50 PERCENT OF THE UNIONIZED 
EMPLOYEES IN THESE TWO SECTORS. IN THE OTHER UNIONS, ESPECI- 
ALLY AMONG RAILWAY AND POST OFFICE/TELEPHONE EMPLOYEES, THE 
USFP UNIONS REPRESENT A MINORITY. WHILE THE UMT REMAINS 
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STRONG AND IS MOST CERTAINLY THE PREFERRED LABOR CONFEDERA- 
TION OF THE PALACE, SOME DEGREE OF DEMOCRATIZATION SEEMS IN- 
EVITABLE AS CRITICISM MOUNTS ABOUT THE CORRUPTION AND AUTO- 
CRATIC LEADERSHIP OF MAHJOUB BEN SEDDICK AND MOHAMED ABDER- 
RAZAK. THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE UMT IS NOW TWO YEARS OVER- 
DUE WHICH MAY ALSO RELATE TO THE GROWING RESTIVENESS WITHIN 
UMT RANKS AND THE JOCKEYING FOR CONTROL BETWEEN BEN DESSICK 
AND HIS POPULAR DEPUTY. WHILE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PREDUCT 
THE OUTCOME OF THESE VARIOUS RIVALRIES, IT SEEMS POSSIBLE 
THAT AS THE USFP GROWS IN STENGTH, THE UMT WILL BE COMPELLED 
TO REFORM ITSELF POSSIBLY BY ACCOMMODATING THE USFP UNIONS 
WITHIN ITS RANKS OR PERHAPS BY SACRIFICING BEN SEDDICK AND 
SOME OLDTIMERS TO MAKE ROOM FOR YOUNGER, MORE DYNAMIC LEADERS. 
THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE KING IS WILLING TO ALLOW THE USFP TO 
GAIN GROUND ON THE UMT WILL CERTAINLY INFLUENCE DEVELOPMENTS. 
HOWEVER, IT STILL SEEMS THAT THE PROCESS OF REFORMING OR PURG- 
ING THE UMT WILL BE A SLOW ONE. 
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